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The Negotiations Committee will have all the powers necessary for the
execution of its mission. In particular, it may consult experts. It may,
if it thinks fit, delegate part of its powers to one or more sub-committees,
or to one or more particularly qualified persons.
The members of the Negotiations Committee will be guided as regards
matters of law by Parts I and II of the Assembly resolution of the llth
March, 1932, and, as regards matters of fact, by the findings set out in
the first eight chapters of the report of the Commission of Enquiry. As
regards the solutions to be considered, they will seek them on the basis
of the principles set out in Chapter IX of the report of the Commission of
Enquiry and having regard to the suggestions made in Chapter X of the
said report.
In this connexion, the Committee of Nineteen considers that, in the
special circumstances which characterize the dispute, a mere return to
the conditions previous to September 1931 would not suffice to ensure a
durable settlement, and that the maintenance and recognition of the
present regime in Manchuria could not be regarded as a solution.
Upon receipt of these documents, 'the Chinese and Japanese dele-
gations proposed amendments and the President of the Committee
and the Secretary-General were authorized to enter into conversa-
tions with them. On the 20th December the Committee decided to
adjourn until the 16th January, 1933, at latest, in order to enable the
conversations to continue.J1 This stay in the League's proceedings—
which was prompted, like previous delays, by an earnest desire to
make sure of not closing any doors upon the possibility of conciliation
—was taken advantage of, by the Japanese, once again, as had
happened on several occasions before in the course of the preceding
fifteen months,2 in order to extend the range of their military and
political faits accomplis in the Far East. The turn of the calendar
years 1932 and 1933 saw the Japanese military occupation of Shan-
haikwan—a city which occupied a key-position at the eastern terminus
of the Great Wall, where it covered the passage along the narrow strip
of plain between the sea and the mountains3—and this was a prelude
to the Japanese conquest of the Eastern Inner Mongolian province
of Jehol.4 These inauspicious events in the Par East ushered in the
next stage in the proceedings at Geneva, which may be recorded here
in the Committee of Nineteen's own words.5
1	Draft of the Eeport submitted by the Committee of Nineteen to the
Assembly (Document VII. Political. 1933. VII. 2), p. 14.
2	See the Survey for 1931, Part IV, section (iii) (6); and the Survey for 1932,
Part V, section (iy) (c).
8 See the Survey for 1932, pp. 433 n., 434 and n.; and the present volume,
p. 481.
4	For this see the present volume, pp. 479-80 above.
5	Draft of the Eeport submitted by the Committee of Nineteen to the
Assembly, pp. 14-15. A fuller account of the same events will be found in the

